USPG CONFERENCE 2026 OPENING SERVICE
(Based on an Australian Liturgy for International Women’s Day)

Music before the service: Cantai ao senor - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9FLaFqYzaI

Hymn: Let all the world in every corner sing

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!
The heavens are not too high,
His praise may thither fly;
The earth is not too low,
His praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

Que todo el mundo alabanzas de,
¡Mi Dios y Rey!
Los cielos no son muy altos,
Su alabanza puede volar allí,
La tierra no es muy baja,
Sus alabanzas pueden crecer allí,
Que todo el mundo alabanzas de,
¡Mi Dios y Rey!


GATHERING TOGETHER

We come before you, God of ancient times, 
acknowledging your presence with us.

We come before you, God of the present, 
believing in your presence with us.

We come before you, God of the future, 
hoping for your presence with us.

Celebrating
Living
Journeying
We are people on the way.

Fighting
Caring
Challenging
We are people on the way.

Hurting 
Believing 
Exploring
We are people on the way.

Sharing 
Understanding
Nurturing
We are people on the way.

Song		Hamba nathi (sung accompanied)
Verse 1:
Hamba nathi mkululi wethu. Hamba nathi mkululi wethu.
Hamba nathi mkululi wethu. Hamba nathi mkululi wethu.
Refrain:
Mkululi, mkululi, mkululi wethu, mkululi, mkululi, mkululi wethu,
mkululi, mkululi, mkululi wethu, mkululi, mkululi, mkululi wethu.
Verse 1:
Come, walk with us, the journey is long.
Come, walk with us, the journey is long.
Come, walk with us, the journey is long.
Come, walk with us, the journey is long.
Refrain: (after each verse)
The journey, the journey, the journey is long.
The journey, the journey, the journey is long.
The journey, the journey, the journey is long.
The journey, the journey, the journey is long.



WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

Prayer – praying for our conference and our world

Bible Reading - 2 Peter 3: 11-15a; 17-end
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the error of the lawless and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.


Song 	Make me a channel of your peace

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring your love;
Where there is injury your pardon, Lord;
And where there's doubt true faith in you.

Refrain:
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Hazme un instrumento de tu paz.
Donde haya odio, lleve yo tu amor;
Donde haya injuria, tu perdón, Señor;
Donde haya duda, fe en ti. 

Refrain:
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned.
In giving of ourselves, that we receive 
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.


LITANY OF REMEMBERING
We wait
to see justice prevail.

We are strong together
as we challenge oppression.

Our hearts take courage
for the work still to do.

We remember today:

those who are victims of violence: victims of war and oppression; 
victims of gender-based violence and all who have been violated.
We wait…
together we are strong, and our hearts take courage.
those who have no access to education, and are therefore economically disadvantaged.
those seeking to make a better life for themselves, for their family, 
facing the hopelessness of unfulfilled dreams and aspirations….
We wait…
together we are strong, and our hearts take courage.

those who are bound by oppressive laws,
those who are not free to participate in decisions that affect their lives – 
those vulnerable to those in power,
who long to speak but are silenced…
We wait…
together we are strong, and our hearts take courage.

those who have fought the unjust structures of society and government
to bring changes to the disadvantaged –
those willing to advocate for change, who sign petitions, 
who speak up again, and again and again….
We rise up…
together we are strong, and our hearts take courage.


those who see the possibilities and invite us to join them – 
those weaving a symbol of hope … singing, dancing, celebrating ….
We rise up…
together we are strong, and our hearts take courage.

We work and we wait, to see justice prevail.
We work and we wait, for we are strong together as we challenge oppression.
We work and we wait, and our hearts take courage for the work still to do.

God of grace and peace,
hear our rememberings
and our calling out for justice and for peace.
Enliven our world with your creative spirit
that all people will remember
that we are made in your image,
and are worthy of honour and acceptance.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Song: Cantai ao senor https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9FLaFqYzaI

Cantai ao Senhor um cântico novo (3x) 
cantai ao Senhor, cantai ao Senhor!

O sing to the Lord, O sing God a new song (3x)
O sing to the Lord, O sing to the Lord.

THE BLESSING
Gather us to you as a mother hen,
under your sheltering wings,
and shield us as we go,
for we are people on the way.

We travel together this week,
blessed for the journey
and strengthened for the challenges we may yet face.

We receive 
the love of God who nurtures us,
the presence of the God who protects us
the sustenance of the God who inspires us.
Amen.

Song	 Jesus put this song into our hearts https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XLxXlUSa0Y&list=RD7XLxXlUSa0Y&start_radio=1

Jesus put this song into our hearts (2x)
it’s a song of joy no one can take away
Jesus put this song into our hearts

Él nos enseñó a vivir en unidad (2x)
somos diferentes más él nos unió,
él nos enseñó a vivir en unidad.

Jesus taught us how to be a family (2x)
loving one another with the love that he gives
Jesus taught us how to be a family.


Music after the service: Baba Yetu https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFEx0jY5emc&list=RDrFEx0jY5emc&start_radio=1

